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vision? Proper organization for prenatal care, with sufficient bed 
space in maternity wards, and a baby health station should be pro- 
vided if the financial condition of your community is at all able to 
support such expense. If your community is small, at least one full- 
time public health nurse should be employed for the instruction of 
mothers in the care of themselves and their babies. You owe this 
to the mothers. 

Why not talce this whole matter up with the State health officer and 
the leading citizens of your community to see how the program here 
outlined can best be carried into effect? 
Very truly, 

Rupert Blue, 

Surgeon General. 

MEDICAL INSPECTION OF SCHOOL CHILDREN 
A PUBLIC HEALTH FUNCTION. 

RECENT ACTION ON THE ENGLISH MINISTRY OF HEALTH BILL. 

The following is a report of the action of the standing committeo 
of the House of Commons on the ministry of health bill, taken from 
the London Lancet of March 22, 1919: 

A standing committee of the House of Commons which is now 
considering the clauses of the ministry of health bill has adopted 
an important amendment without a division and in the face of pro- 
tests from Dr. Addison and Mr. H. A. L. Fisher, the two cabinet 
ministers whose functions were immediately concerned. The amend- 
ment provides for the immediate transfer to the ministry of health 
of the functions of the board of education in regard to the medical 
inspection and treatment of children and young persons. 

The bill, it will be remembered, proposes to combine under one 
State department the existing responsibilities of the local govern- 
ment board as far as health is concerned and all the functions of the 
insurance commissions for England and Wales, and also proposes • 
to include the duties of the board of education in respect to the health 
of expectant and nursing mothers and children under school age. 
But with regard to the medical inspection of school children and 
young persons, a duty which now appertains to the board of educa- 
tion, it was understood that that board would not resign without 
real regret its responsibilities in this direction; and on the intro- 
duction of the bill it was stated that no such step would be found 
immediately necessary. Mr. G. Locker-Lampson, however, pro- 
posed an amendment in the sense indicated above, namely, to pro- 
vide that all the powers and duties of the board of education with 
respect to the medical inspection and treatment of children and 
young persons should be transferred to the new ministry of health. 
From the debate which followed it is clear that the amendment was 
carried in deference to a practically unanimous feeling on the part 
of the committee in its favor. 

The committee held the view that as the object of the bill was to 
take over the health services from the various departments of the 
State and thus to prevent overlapping, medical inspection and 
treatment of school children could not bo left outside its scope. In 
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any case it is only during school hours — a small part of the child's 
day — that the board of education exerts its influence. Dr. Addison 
pointed out that under the bill there were two categories of services — 
those to be transferred forthwith, and those for which room would 
be made later on; and he warned the committee that to put too 
much on the shoulders of the new ministry at the outset might be 
to risk a breakdown. But as a matter of fact it was felt by many 
medical men on the introduction of the ministry of health bill that 
the medical inspection of school ohildren and young persons formed a 
necessary part of the duties of any ministry of health; while it may 
be recalled that dissatisfaction with the provision for the medical 
treatment of school ohildren under the board of education was strongly 
expressed in the House of Commons in July last, on the report stage 
of the education bill, and led to its recommitment in this respect. 
The standing committee of the House of Commons have moved, 
perhaps, with more directness than anticipated, but when the bill 
was drafted no doubt those in charge of the task expected to .encounter 
opposition at this spot. The amendment, which we welcome' -as a 
step taken now which it was intended to take in the near future, will 
be reviewed on report. 



MENTAL HYGIENE LEAFLET FOR TEACHERS. 

Impressed by the important part winch teachers can and should 
play in the development of mental hygiene, the Public Health Service 
has prepared the following circular designed to give practical assist- 
ance in this important field of public health. It is suggested that 
State and local health officers, educational authorities, and others 
interested in promoting mental hygiene reprint this circular in the 
form of a leaflet and distribute it widely among school teachers in 
their respective communities. 

SIGNIFICANCE OP SOME MENTAL TRAITS IN SCHOOL CHILDREN. 

The Teacher's Responsibilitj'. 

Because school constitutes so important a period in the develop- 
ment of a child's personality and because the dominant symptoms of 
a number of well-recognized types of mental disorders may be con- 
sidered as perversions of certain traits of character common to all 
children, teachers should learn to recognize faulty traits of character in 
developing children. For example, the prominent characteristic of 
a certain type of insanity is an excessive activity, both physical and 
mental, which is associated with lack of power for prolonged mental 
concentration. In the depressive form of this same mental disorder 
self-depreciation is exhibited in inordinate degree; and still another 
type of insanity is characterized by seclusiveness, reticence, lack of 
contact with the present, and introspection, with satisfying fancies, 
substituted for normal healthy interests. 



